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the blue 
economy

Expertise France a n d 

Marine and coastal ecosystems constitute the foundation of a variety of human activities. As our 
planet’s blue lungs, they store carbon and produce half of the oxygen we breathe, contribute to peo-
ple’s food security and participate in the development of numerous economic activities that generate 
growth and jobs.  
Expertise France supports the growth of a sustainable and inclusive blue economy in its partner coun-
tries, in four areas of intervention: (1) supporting the integrated governance of marine and coastal 
areas, as well as the surveillance, prevention and suppression of illegal activities at sea, (2) improving 
knowledge of marine and coastal ecosystems, (3) protecting, sustainably managing and restoring ma-
rine and coastal ecosystems, and (4) developing sustainable economic activities: renewable energies, 
the circular economy and the treatment of waste and pollution, support for innovation and maritime 
sectors, etc. 

11.7
million hectares benefiting from improved marine 

biodiversity management practices in 2024

30
ongoing projects, representing a multi-year 

business volume of €236m



Maritime and port security 
and safety

Social protection and 
risk prevention

Entrepreneurship and 
innovation in the sectors of 

the blue economy

Development of the 
fisheries and aquaculture 

sectors

Sustainable resources 
management

Biodiversity, protection 
and restoration of 

ecosystems

Circular economy and 
waste management

Legal and judicial  
systems

EXPERTISE FRANCE | EXPERTISE FRANCE AND THE BLUE ECONOMY

“Blue carbon” sink
The ocean is also a major natural carbon sink that 
currently absorbs almost one third of anthropogenic 
CO2 emissions, mainly through the accumulation of 
carbon in marine and coastal species. Blue carbon 
ecosystems such as mangroves, seagrass beds and 
coastal marshes can sequester up to four times 
more carbon per unit area than forests. Their 
formidable potential for mitigating climate change 
is coupled with the crucial role they play in 
adaptation, protecting coasts against erosion and 
storms, and strengthening the resilience of these 
areas. Blue carbon finance is the subject of fast-
growing financing mechanisms.    

The Blue Economy vision - 
AFD Group/Expertise 
France
Marine and coastal ecosystems are among the most vul-
nerable ecosystems, because they are exposed to multiple 
anthropogenic pressures, with cumulative impacts: pollu-
tion, artificialisation of the coastline and destruction of 
natural habitats, overexploitation of sand and aggregates, 
deep-sea mining, destructive fishing practices, develop-
ment of invasive species, increase in carbon-emitting mar-
itime transport, etc.

Climate change is also affecting the way in which these 
ecosystems function: rising temperatures, acidification and 
deoxygenation, rising sea levels, coastal erosion, altered 
currents, etc. 

The weakening and degradation of these ecosystems 
affects their ability to provide the services that are essential 
to the economic development of populations and sustained 
levels of social well-being. 

In addressing the issues caused by the intensification and 
increasing density of human activity in marine and coastal 
areas, there is an urgent need to establish an appropriate, 
multi-sectoral, integrated and participatory governance 
structure in order to restore the balance between the pro-
tection of ecosystems, economic development and social 
well-being.

Expertise France supports the European Union's vision and 
AFD Group's strategy, which recognises the crucial role 
played by marine and coastal ecosystems in a sustainable 
future and bases its Blue Economy deployment strategy 
on protecting the health of marine and coastal ecosystems 
as the foundation for the development of our societies.

Expertise France is involved at 
various levels of implementation:
• The regional level, enabling action to be taken at the level 
of an ecosystem, integrating the cross-border dimension 
of the Blue Economy

• The national level, developing Blue Economy public policy 
tools, going beyond sectoral "silo" approaches.

• The local level, defining and implementing governance 
and planning mechanisms for coastal and maritime areas, 
such as Integrated Coastal Zone Management.

The cross-cutting and inter-sectoral nature of the blue economy requires a 
governance structure that is tailored to marine and coastal areas, guarantees 
consistency with public policies, demonstrates why action is being taken at 
regional level and allows these issues to be dealt with territorially, from the 
supranational to the local level, based on the principle of subsidiarity.

 
 
Expertise France has developed a range 
of services covering all aspects of the 
blue economy.

The "Blue Economy" approach developed by Expertise 
France is fully aligned with the commitments made by the 
AFD Group, which recognises the ocean as a shared living 
and development space and has set itself the task of help-
ing to restore the balance between preserving its healthy 
ecological status and its numerous uses by mankind. 
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Expertise France’s action in the field 
of the blue economy is based on four 

pillars of intervention

Develop an integrated and participatory 
governance of marine and coastal areas and 
contribute to the surveillance, prevention and 
repression of illegal activities at sea

Improve knowledge about ecosystems to 
promote the transition towards the blue 
economy

Restore, protect and repair marine and coastal 
ecosystems

Increase the socioeconomic resilience of 
coastal communities and develop sustainable 
economic activities
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Developing an appropriate  
governance system for marine  
and coastal areas

CRIMARIO II 
€18m | EU

CRIMARIO supports partner countries in 
developing, deploying and adopting information-
sharing and coordination platforms relating to 
maritime safety.

Indo-Pacific

Secondment of an expert to various South 
African research bodies in order to develop 
institutional and academic cooperation in 
marine sciences in the south-west Indian 
Ocean region, with particular emphasis on 
marine spatial planning and the study of the 
socio-economic and ecological impacts of 
rising sea levels in the Mozambique Channel. 

South Africa

Regional cooperation and integrated 
sargassum management project in the 
Caribbean 
€8m | AFD

This project is helping to strengthen regional 
scientific cooperation in order to gain a better 
overall understanding of sargassum and to 
support the development of research-based 
public policies. The aim is to produce a 
summary of current scientific knowledge on 
sargassum (in partnership with the IRD) and 
science-based recommendations for political 
decision-makers.

Green Overseas 
€18m | EU

The programme supports overseas 
countries and territories in developing their 
environmental and maritime initiatives by 
raising their profile on international bodies and 
facilitating their participation in discussions 
and negotiations. It coordinates the active 
participation of the overseas countries and 
territories in UNOC 3.

Multi-country

Support on organising UNOC3

An international technical expert (ITE) has been 
seconded to Costa Rica's Ministry of Foreign 
Relations and Worship to help organise the Third 
United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC3), 
jointly organised by Paris and San José, and 
all multilateral negotiations relating to the 
conservation and sustainable use of the oceans.

Costa Rica

West African Sustainable Ocean Programme 
13 West African countries | €28m | EU

This programme seeks to improve regional 
governance and support the deployment of the 
sustainable blue economy strategic framework 
at national level.  
In particular, it will support the establishment of 
an inter-country dialogue to reveal the national 
priorities of each of the 13 countries and assist 
them in introducing an international strategic 
governance framework such as the framework 
implemented by the African Union.

West Africa

Plan of action for a model Mediterranean sea 

An international technical expert supports 
partner countries in their international 
commitments, national policies and strategic 
documents relating to the sea and coasts. This 
expert seeks to ensure that the four components 
of the plan of action for a model Mediterranean 
sea, on the conservation of marine biodiversity, 
sustainable fishing, the reduction of marine 
pollution and the reduction of the impact of 
maritime transport on the environment, are 
properly implemented.

Mediterranean

Regional cooperation and integrated sargassum 
management project in the Caribbean 
€8m | AFD

The aim of this project is to strengthen 
collaboration between the States affected 
by approaches to sargassum planning and 
management and to help raise international 
awareness of the issue.

Caribbean

Organisational and operational support for the 
Indian Ocean Rim Association - IORA - Phase 2 
€3.5m | AFD

To strengthen organisational and operational 
governance within the IORA with a view to 
establishing its position as a key regional 
body in terms of cooperation and sustainable 
development in the Indian Ocean region.

Indian ocean

An international technical expert (ITE) has 
been seconded to the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) to 
strengthen international and regional governance 
of the oceans, in particular by monitoring the 
implementation of SDG 14, providing support on 
the adoption and implementation of international 
treaties and supporting regional initiatives 
(Ocean-based climate initiative in Asia and the 
Pacific). 

Asia & Pacific

Develop an integrated, multi-sector and 
participatory governance system 
The Blue Economy underpins the integrated, multi-sector, multi-
level and participatory governance of coastal and marine areas. 
In 2022, the European Union introduced an international ocean 
governance programme which seeks to manage marine and 
coastal environments and their resources so that they are 
healthy, resilient to climate change and productive, for the 
benefit of current and future generations. Expertise France 
supports integrated maritime spatial planning processes at 
regional level or supports national initiatives by non-state 
bodies.

Expertise France also assists partner countries and institutions 
in detecting, investigating and prosecuting maritime crime in 
their maritime areas (illegal fishing, pollution, trafficking, piracy, 
etc.), in particular through its support for regional and national 
maritime surveillance centres.

Improving knowledge to promote the transition 
to the Blue Economy 
Converting the theoretical concept of the Blue Economy into 
public policies and development projects that meet the spe-
cific needs of each region constitutes a real challenge. The 
development and use of new knowledge and data collection 
and processing systems must remain central to Blue Economy 
approaches. It is essential that knowledge that can be shared 
and appropriated by those involved in research, civil society 
and the private sector be produced, and that all stakeholders 
are informed and convinced of the benefits of the Blue 
Economy in order to trigger the political, financial and human 
commitments needed to implement it. 

Expertise France supports partner countries and institutions 
in implementing knowledge production and management 
systems: creation of a Blue Economy observatory, develop-
ment of a fisheries information system and IT platforms for 
sharing information and managing incidents that can receive 
AIS/radar data. Working in partnership with civil society 
bodies, Expertise France also supports community initiatives 
that raise awareness of marine issues. 
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EnMAR   
Gulf of Guinea | €4.99m | EU

These European maritime security programmes 
seek to promote and develop cooperation in 
the control and surveillance of maritime areas 
and activities, with a view to tackling all forms 
of illegal activity at sea and crisis/distress 
situations at sea.

Africa

Technical assistance facility for the African 
Union 
Phase III | €1.5m | AFD

This facility is aimed at supporting the AU's 
efforts to implement the continent's blue 
economy strategies and programmes. In 
particular, it has supported the development of 
national strategies in three countries (Gambia, 
Guinea Bissau and Benin) and the creation 
of a dashboard to monitor, trace and map 
the development of the blue economy on the 
African continent.
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Taking action in favour  
of resilient and productive  
marine and coastal regions

Regional cooperation and integrated 
sargassum management project in the 
Caribbean 
€8m | AFD

This project aims to support private 
stakeholders and coastal communities, 
including women's organisations, in structuring 
sargassum value chains.

2023-2026 
€10m | AFD

BIODEV2030 is helping 15 countries to 
implement the Kunming-Montreal agreement 
on biodiversity. Six of these countries are 
involved in issues associated with fisheries/the 
ocean (Fiji, Guyana, Madagascar, Mozambique, 
Senegal and Vietnam). The project provides 
governments with the means of identifying 
sectoral public policy instruments aimed at 
reducing the pressure placed on biodiversity, 
and develops pilot regional projects based on 
multi-stakeholder dialogue in each country. 

Multi-country

West African Sustainable Ocean Programme 
13 West African countries | €28m | EU

WASOP seeks to support efforts aimed at 
obtaining higher levels of funding for the blue 
economy sector, in particular by improving the 
blue economy in the region through supporting 
the establishment of strategic partnerships and 
funding blue economy pilot projects aimed at 
local communities, fishing cooperatives and 
local businesses, etc.

West Africa

RESEMBID 
€40m | EU

The RESEMBID programme seeks to support civil 
society in protecting and preserving marine and 
coastal areas, in particular by funding around 
twenty CSOs and public institutions that work 
on the sustainable management of coastal and 
maritime resources.

Caribbean

Varuna, south-west Indian Ocean 
€3.2m | AFD

The Varuna programme is aimed at supporting 
the creation of a network of managers of marine 
protected areas in the south-west Indian Ocean 
region and rallying support from the private 
sector in the protection and restoration of blue 
ecosystems.

Indian ocean

ASEAN marine debris 
€500k | AFD

The goal of this project is to improve the 
management of marine debris in the ASEAN 
region, notably through the development 
of a regional strategy on the sustainable 
management of marine debris, together with 
national roadmaps for member countries. 

South-east Asia

Protect, restore and sustainably manage 
marine and coastal ecosystems
The regulation of impactful economic activities is insufficient 
to maintain and/or restore the good ecological status of these 
ecosystems. Concrete action to protect and restore ecosystems 
needs to be taken if we are to achieve the targets of protecting 
30% of protected areas by 2030 (known as the “30x30” target) 
and restoring 10% of the ecosystems set out in the global 
biodiversity framework (Kunming-Montreal agreement), as well 
as the high seas treaty, which is currently in the process of being 
ratified, and a global treaty on tackling plastic pollution, 
including in the marine environment, which is currently being 
negotiated.  

Expertise France contributes to the protection of marine and 
coastal ecosystems by raising awareness, networking, 
capacity-building and pooling the efforts of all public, private 
and civil society bodies. Through its projects, EF provides 
assistance to the managers of marine protected areas and 
supports the restoration of degraded and endangered coastal 
ecosystems such as mangroves and coral reefs, for example 
through grants to local associations and training for those 
working in the field.

Strengthen the socio-economic resilience 
of coastal communities
The importance of maritime activities to the socio-economic 
development of coastal and marine regions varies greatly 
between regions and countries, depending on their specific 
climatic and geographical conditions and their position in 
relation to the principal fishing grounds and major maritime 
transport routes. In the regions in which we operate, the fishing 
industry plays a key role in tackling food insecurity by providing 
protein and means of subsistence to a large number of 
households.  

The diversification of economic activities, the promotion of 
investment and entrepreneurship and the professionalisation 
of the various Blue Economy economic sectors offer genuine 
employment opportunities to local people and empowerment 
opportunities for young people and women. Expertise France 
supports its partner countries in developing inclusive and 
sustainable production models, including the implementation 
of a circular economy in marine and coastal areas.
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Blue Economy, Fisheries and Aquaculture 
€20.7m | EU

The project is aimed at supporting the 
establishment of an institutional environment 
conducive to the development of the “Blue 
Economy” ecosystem, strengthening social 
welfare systems and improving working 
conditions for employees and self-employed 
workers in maritime economic sectors. 

Algeria

An expert has been seconded to the Indian 
Ocean Rim Association (IORA) Secretariat to 
oversee the implementation of the blue economy 
and sustainable fisheries work plan, promote 
knowledge-sharing and strengthen public 
policies within the 23 Member States and with 
the 12 dialogue partners.
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Expertise France is a public agency and the interministerial actor in international 
technical cooperation, subsidiary of the Agence française de développement Group 
(AFD Group). As the second largest agency in Europe, it designs and implements 
projects that sustainably strengthen public policies in developing and emerging 
countries. Governance, security, climate, health, education… It operates in key areas 
of development and contributes alongside its partners to the implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). For a world in common.

For more information: www.expertisefrance.fr

expertisefrance.fr

facebook.com/expertisefrance

x.com/expertisefrance

linkedin.com/company/expertise-france

WorldInCommon

EXPERTISE FRANCE 
 
40, boulevard de Port-Royal
75005 Paris  
France


